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Artabazos had shown of the Spartans and that the King
should assuredly hear of it, If this threat was reported
to Artabazos or heard by him, his conduct later on in
the day is easily explained. Prudence and caution were
now thrown to the winds. Hurriedly crossing the Asopos,
Mardonios hastened with his Persians to the higher
ground where the Spartan troops might be seen winding
along the hill-side. Without order or discipline, the
Persians rushed after him, as though they had nothing
now to do beyond the butchering of unresisting fugitives.
Sorely pressed, Pausanias sent to beg instant succour
from the Athenians on the lower ground; but the
attack of the Greeks in the Persian army who now flung
themselves on the Athenians rendered this impossible.
To the Spartans and Tegeans it was a moment of
supreme distress, since even now the sacrifices forbade any
action except in the way of self-defence, and their merely
passive resistance enabled the Persians to make a
rampart of their wickerwork shields, from behind which
they shot their arrows with deadly effect, At last Pau-
sanias, looking in agony towards the temple of HSre",
besought the queen of heaven not to abandon them
utterly. Scarcely had his prayer been uttered, when the
sacrifices were reported to be favourable, and the charge
of the Tegeans was followed by the onset of the
Spartans. After a fierce fight, the hedge of shields was
thrown down, and the defeat of the barbarian host vir-
tually insured. The Persians fought with heroism.
Coming to close quarters, they seized the* spears of their
enemies, and broke off their heads ; but they wore no
body armour, and they had no discipline. Rushing
forward singly or in groups, they were borne down in the
crush and killed. At length Mardonios was slain, and
the issue became no longer doubtful. The linen tunics
of Persian soldiers were of tio avail against brazen-coated